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Gachhadhipati Acharyapravar
Pujya Shree Dungarsinhji Swami

Mendarda- Mahendrapur was a small village
situated near Junagadh in the blessed region of
Saurashtra, which is known as the birthland of many
revered saints. Approximately 285 years from today, this
was a prosperous village with commendable stature. At
thattime, the population of Jains living in this village was
also significant. A noteworthy family of this village was
Sheth Shri Kamalsinhbhai Badani and his wife Shri
Hirbai, who were living a peaceful and contented family
life. Their life was built on the foundational values of
integrity, honesty, righteousness and simplicity. They
held a respectable position in the Badani family. For
business purposes, Shri Kamalsinhbhai travelled with
his family from Mendarda to Mangrol.

An Auspicious Dream:

Shri Hirbai was a devout and respectable lady. She
had a young daughter named Velbai. One night, mother
Shri Hirbai saw an auspicious dream when she was in a
semi-conscious phase of her sleep. In the dream, she saw
a gigantic, lush green mountain and the king of the
jungle — a magnificent lion coming out of that mountain,
as if it was taking powerful strides and walking towards
her. The mother who bears a courageous and prodigious
child is brave, valiant and lionhearted herself too.
Immediately realising that this dream is indicative of
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something extraordinary, she renounced her sleep and
immersed herself in dharmajagran. With time, the
tenure of mother Hirbai's pregnancy came to an end. On
a bright and radiant morning in the year of vikram
samvat 1792, she gave birth to a blessed baby boy. The
child was named as Dungarsinh - indicative of the
auspicious dream which the mother had seen.

A Morally - Enriching Childhood:

Shri Dungarsinh had a comfortable and easy-going
childhood with favourable circumstances. Along with
formal education, the parents were also taking
considerable efforts to nurture ethics and moral values
in their children. As though the young Dungarsinh had
carried forward a wealth of values from his pastlife, one
could see virtues like compassion, love, calmness and
endurance in this child since a very young age. He had a
strong influence on any person that he met, by virtue of
his inner respect and maturity of thoughts. Everybody
would feel that this child is unlike other children, there is
something special about him. Mother Hirbai had four
daughters and two sons, a total of six children. The
children grew up, and as a parental responsibility, Shri
Kamalsinhbhai married his four daughters into well-
mannered and respectable families.
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Sowing the Seeds of Vairagya:

Shri Dungarsinhbhai's elder sister; Velbai, was married
into a family from Divbandar. All of a sudden, her
husband, Shri Ratanshibhai met an untimely death and
she became a widow with two young children -
Hirachand and Mankuvar. It was as if lightning had struck
Shri Kamalsinhbhai's family. Shri Dungarsinhbhai
contemplated silently and deeply about this incident.
What is this entire game of life about? What is the cause
ofbirth and death? He was trying to decipher the secrets
of these fundamental questions about existence. After
deeply pondering about these realities, he realised the
temporary nature of all relationships. He realised that
when karma strikes, there is no one who can protect or
provide refuge to the soul. And this contemplation
sowed inside him the seeds of vairagya. On the other
hand, to sympathise with his daughter who had lost the
support of her life, Shri Kamalsinhbhai and the entire
family shifted to Divbandar. Thus, initially natives of
Mendarda, this family first shifted to Mangrol and
eventually settled in Divbandar.

Mahabhinishkraman Yatra
(Diksha) of Five Souls:

With time, Shri Dungarsinhbhai grew up. In vikram
samvat 1814, the well-known and revered Acharya
Shree Ratnasinhji Maharaj Saheb arrived at Divbandar
for the chaturmas. On coming into his contact, Shri
Dungarsinhbhai's inner vairagya bhaav became even
stronger. And finally, he took the decision of renouncing
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the materialistic world and adopting the path of Jain
Diksha. The vibrations of his vairagya inspired vairagya
bhaav in his mother, Shri Hirbai's heart too. Following
her footsteps, his widowed sister Velbai and her two
children Hirchandbhai and Mankuvarben also
expressed the desire to adopt Jain Diksha. After the
chaturmas ended, on the day of Kartak Vad Dasham in
vikram samvat 1815, these five souls were blessed with
the vows of Jain Diksha by Pujya Acharya Shree
Ratnasinhji Maharaj Saheb. Five members of one family
took the valorous path of diksha, and began their
journey of moksh marg.

Saiyam Sadhana:

Pujya Shree Dungarsinhji Maharaj had given equal
importance and emphasis to the two core values of
swadhyay and tapasya in his saiyam life. He would
always stay immersed in scriptural studies. In a very
young age, he resolved to renounce his sleep, which was
proving to be an obstacle in his spiritual studies. At
night, he would sit on a table which was only about two
and a half feetlong and become immersed in his studies.
If he felt sleepy, then he would stand up and continue
with his studies. Sometimes, he would stand on one foot
and practice Kayotsarg. To make sure that he doesn't
take even a small nap, he would tie a rope to his ears and
attach that rope to a nail in the ceiling. In this way, he
renounced his sleep for a period of five and a half years.
In that very age, he became a conqueror of sleep and
deeply studied dharma shastra, darshan shastra and
various other subjects. He made sincere efforts to
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master the qualities of tapasya,

endurance and will power in his life. With

the agna of his Guru, he travelled across
several hundred kilometres to spread the values and
teachingsof Jainism in countless hearts.

Preserving the Sanctity of Saiyam and
Initiating a Revolution:

Once, Pujya Gurudev was doing vihar with his saints
and reached near Thangadh. He decided to stay inside a
cave on the outskirts of the village. The region was
surrounded by a jungle, and hence, the fear of wild
animals existed. Shravaks from Thangadh arrived for
Pujya Gurudev's darshan and requested him to come
inside the village, “O Gurudev! Instead of spending the
night at this dangerous site, we request you to please
come to the village and stay there in a safe place.” Pujya
Gurudev replied, “With the blessings of dharma, no
problems will arise. Don't worry.” The shravaks accepted
the Guruvachan (his words), and returned back to the
village. In this manner, the day came to an end. As the
night fell, all the saints became engrossed in pratikraman,
swadhyay, etc. And Pujya Gurudev reclined in solitude in
his own deep contemplation.

After returning to the village, the shravaks deployed
two armed men and sent them for protecting Pujya
Gurudev and the saints from wild animals. These men lit
cigars, started a bonfire and stayed awake throughout
the night. Early morning when Pujya Gurudev awoke
and came out of the cave to dispose off the bodily
excretions, he saw these two men. On enquiring, he got
to know that the shravaks of Thangadh had sent them to
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protect him and his saints. On seeing that a fire had been
lit for his sake, he was deeply moved by the violence that
ithad caused to fire-bodied beings and several other tiny
insects and vegetative life.

From this incident, Pujya Gurudev thought about the
future with a visionary perspective. He saw that the times
were changing. Staying outside the village premises in
jungles or isolated places was not looking safe any
longer. And so, he took a decision to stay in any safe
premise inside the village from then onwards.

The next day, he travelled and reached Thangadh
village. He asked for permission and stayed at a safe and
nirdosh premise (a place which did not incur any sin as
per the saiyam lifestyle). The house belonged to an
individual from a different faith. Some hostile person
had spread false news about Jain saints and deluded this
individual's mind. That man thus told Pujya Gurudey,
“Since you have stayed in our home, we will have to
purify and whitewash our entire home. Our house has
become impure with your stay” Pujya Gurudev tried a
lot to explain to him, but he was not ready to pay heed to
his words. Pujya Gurudev left that place and instead took
permission to stay at another premise. Afterwards, that
gentleman whitewashed his entire house. When this
news reached Pujya Gurudev, he thought about a
different perspective. Instead of becoming a cause of any
such activities which involve a certain degree of violence
to tiny living beings, it is better to seek an isolated place
which shravaks have created especially for their own
religious practice. And thus, began the tradition where
saints would come and live in a shravak's paushadhshala
(a room within the house created especially for their
own religious rituals and practices). In this manner, it
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was Pujya Gurudev's far-sightedness and broad-minded
thinking which brought about a transformation in the
samachari (saiyam rules and regulations) followed by
saints.

While one of his travels, Pujya Gurudev once arrived
in the town of Gondal in Saurashtra. In that era, Gondal
was avery prestigious town. The well-renowned Thakor
Shri Kumbhaji was the ruling king of Gondal state and he
was adept at managing the affairs of the state. There
were about 1200 Dashashrimali Sthanakwasi Jain
families (followers of the sect) in Gondal at that time.
The Jain sangh was well-established and united. The
sangh consisted of quite a few shravak-shravikas who
were devout followers of Jain philosophy and had
immense faith and reverence towards Jain nirgranth
muni bhagwants. They considered themselves to be shri
amma-piya (parents) of Jain saints and took great care of
their wellbeing.

Profound Competence as a
Revolutionary Leader:

Pujya Shree Dungarsinhji Maharaj Saheb had arrived
at Gondal with his disciples. On hearing about his arrival
at Gondal, several other sadhu-sadhvijis, who were his
agnanuvartis (who followed his agnas and guidance in
their saiyam life), started coming for his darshan from
the nearby vicinities. And thus, Gondal state became
populated with a huge congregation of sadhu-sadhvijis
during that year. Everybody was feeling blessed with
Pujya Gurudev's profound teachings. Pujya Gurudev was
expounding deep secrets from the Aagam shastras and
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insightful discussions were taking place on the various
conducts of saiyam lifestyle. He was also explaining
shravak dharma with great depth. As a result, his
persona had a deep influence on the entire society of
shravak-shravikas. And they felt a deep urge of doing all
they could for Pujya Gurudev. They started thinking -

If the society is able to take significant labh of such a
revered saint, such an enlightened soul, then it will help
uplift Jin shasan and be instrumental in spreading the
tenets of truth far and wide. Shravaks were clearly
understanding what was of utmost benefit to them.
However, in order to carry out any task, unanimous
supportand readiness from one and all is very essential.
Without support, one's strength also cannot be fruitful.
But where there is support, the strength helps one
undertake several creative projects and ideas which are
useful for the wellbeing of the whole society. And for
doing so, one needs to establish any one place as a
central point of all activities. They hoped that they can
keep receiving Pujya Gurudev's inspiration from here,
and also be blessed with his profound micro energy to
accomplish every activity. When the Shri Sangh
wholeheartedly contributes its time and dedicated
efforts for such activities, then it can help grow the
eminence and influence of Jin shasan and take it to
greater heights. After contemplating deeply about this,
the reputable shravaks of the Shri Sangh made a humble
requestatPujya Gurudev'slotus feet,

“O Gurudev! Your inspiring and captivating
pravachans have lefta deep impact on our lives. Itis only
by the tireless efforts of great saints like you, that the
entire society's spirit remains awakened and we keep
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progressing in our spiritual journey. We

are able to become free of the stagnation

that sometimes seeps into our religious
efforts and we become active and energised once again.
And so, we are making an ardent request to you, please
take a lead to elevate us spiritually and undertake
activities to take forward the lamp of religion. We will be
supportive to you in every way that we can, to our fullest
potential. We request you to please bless your entire
samuday of sadhu-sadhvijis who are your agnanuvartis,
and establish Go-Mandal (Gondal) as the epicentre of all
your religious activities for the chaturvidh shrisangh.”

The honourable title of ‘Acharya’ and
establishment of Gondal Gachh:

After listening to this heartfelt request from devout
shravaks of Shri Gondal Sangh, Pujya Gurudev
contemplated upon it deeply. He also discussed it at
greatlength with his sadhu-sadhvijis. With a unanimous
consent from one and all, and envisioning the positive
impact of such a step for the welfare of Jin Shasan as well
as the society, Pujya Gurudev declared Gondal as the
centre for all his religious activities. That was the year of
vikram samvat 1845. This news spread like wildfire and
shravak-shravikas from numerous towns and villages in
the vicinity started coming to Gondal for Pujya
Gurudev's darshan.

Pujya Shree Dungarsinhji Maharaj was honoured
with the title of Acharya on the auspicious day of Maha
Sud Pancham in vikram samvat 1845. And thus, the
Gondal Sampraday was established and embellished in
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gold words in the sands of time. Establishment of this
sampraday was not due to any difference of opinion.
Rather, it was established with the intent of
strengthening and unifying the Jain community further
as there was a need for a centre from which different
activities could be initiated for the spread of religious
values. As a result, this decision was much appreciated
inthe entire society and Jain community.

After this occasion, several mumukshus developed
deep vairagya bhaav and accepted the vows of Jain
Diksha in Pujya Acharyadev's sharan. Several shravak-
shravikas also accepted various shravak vows and lived
a determined and resolute saiyam-like disciplined
lifestyle. With his inspiration, the entire community was
practicing various forms of vrats, niyams and
pratyakhyans in large numbers. In the same way, there
was also a movement to make the society free of
addictions. Acharyapravar Pujya Shree Dungarsinhji
Maharaj Saheb's samuday of sadhu-sadhvijis started
growing larger and so did the samuday of his shravak-
shravikas.

For 56 years of his saiyam life, Pujya Shree had
travelled across the entire region of Kathiyawad to
numerous towns and villages with the intent of
enlightening the lamp of religion and showering the
nectar of truth.

Establishment of Shri Gondal Navagadh
Sthanakwasi Jain Sangh:

After accomplishing such an extraordinary saiyam
sadhana, at the age of 78 years, several shri sanghs
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bequeathed him to retire and bless their shri sangh with
his stay. From the several requests, Gondal Shri Sangh
was blessed with the continuing stay of this great soul in
Vikram samvat 1871. After some time, for reasons which
cannot be described, Pujya Shree Dungarsinhji Maharaj
Saheb departed from Gondal and went to Gomta. Upon
the Rajmata's request, he returned to Gondal's
Navagadh region and established Shri Gondal Navagadh
SthanakwasiJain Sangh in Vikram samvat 1873.

The Final Sadhana:

Time was passing by. When Pujya Gurudev felt that
his body was now becoming weak, he blessed his able
disciple Pujya Shree Bhimjiswami Maharaj Saheb with
the title of Acharya in vikram samvat 1877. After giving
him the responsibilities of the chaturvidh sangh, he
dedicated his entire time towards his own aatma
sadhana, aatma gnan and aatma dhyan. On the day of
Faagan Sud Chaudas that very year, he accepted the
vows of lifelong Anshan (a vow where one voluntarily
gives up food and water to bravely welcome the nature
of death and separation of the body and the soul). He
spent 2 long months in anshan with great equanimity.
Eventually, on the day of Vaishakh Sud Poonam, this
divine soul left the mortal body for a heavenly abode.

A well-recognized ancient granth (scripture) named
'Siddha Pahudiya’ testifies to the fact that Gachhadhipati
Nidravijeta (conqueror of sleep), who had deep
knowledge of the scriptures, Acharyadev Pujya Shree
Dungarsinhji Maharaj Saheb is an ekavtari soul - which
means that he is going to take only one more birth and
attain liberation in that very birth.
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Note: The above granth is currently present in
Bikaner's granth library. That granth is 1,100 years old,
and is inscribed in an ancient language on palm leaf
manuscripts. That granth contains several predictions
about incidents which would take place even 1,100
years after the granth was written, which are factual and
true today. This granth contains a list of names of great
souls who shall become ekavtari (souls who shall take
just one more birth and attain liberation). And
Acharyadev Pujya Shree Dungarsinhji Maharaj Saheb's
auspicious name is also present in that list. And thus,
with this citation in the Siddh Pahudiya Granth, we can
authentically say that Pujya Shree would have become
an ekavtarisoul.

Let’s adopt this quality from
Dada Gurudev

Digesting every adversity
and establishing peace

was

Acharyadev Pujya Shree
Dungarsinhji Maharaj Saheb’s

JEEVANMANTRA
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